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Popular Education Workshop Manual on Immigrants & Precarious Work
The Immigrants and Precarious Employment Workshop Manual uses popular education strategies to generate discussion and action-oriented planning for precarious work and decent work.  The manual was designed using concepts, analysis and findings from the Immigrants and Precarious Work research project.

The development of the popular education exercises involved multiple phases of consultation and piloting with frontline workers and community members.  Frontline workers also participated in a full day “train the trainers” session facilitated by The Catalyst Centre.  

The Popular Education Manual has five exercises and detailed instructions on how to use the exercises and facilitate group discussions.  The five exercises are:

· Two power plays on precarious work.  The power plays encourage role playing.  Facilitated discussion introduces the different ways in which work can be precarious and the impact of precarious work on well being.

· The precarious work wheel.  The exercise asks each workshop participant to identify the indicators that make their job precarious (or not).  Discussion encourages participants to compare their jobs and workplaces. 

· The Jobology asks people to chart their personal and family work histories.  Facilitated discussion encourages analysis of how immigration impacts our experiences of work.  Discussion facilitates identification of differences and commonalities of experience among participants.  

· What’s Happening Chart: What’s needed to reduce or eliminate precarious work? encourages participants to identify action strategies and advocacy work that is happening in their community

The “Immigrants and Precarious Employment” Popular Education workshop is a powerful community-building tool.  It can be used by community activists, educators, and agency frontline workers to educate, organize and mobilize community members for better jobs for all.  A special thank you to community members of the Mennonite New Life Centre – Toronto for translating the materials into Spanish. The free-access manual is available in English and Spanish and can be downloaded from http://www.arts.yorku.ca/research/ine/public_outreach/materials.html.  If you use the manual please let us know by emailing us at: landolt@utsc.utoronto.ca & goldring@yorku.ca.
http://www.arts.yorku.ca/research/ine/public_outreach/index.html

